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Guidance – Partnering in a Chelmsford 24-7 Prayer Space 

Outline guidance for Chelmsford 24-7 working with a church or other group. 

 

Concept  

A Prayer Space must be established in-line with our stated aim that ‘they are quiet places to 

encounter God, to pray for our City, Nation, World and for anything else on a person’s 

heart’ 

Prayer Spaces are not ‘prayer meetings’ in any traditional sense and should not have 

corporate, or any form of ‘out-loud’ prayers. 

Sometimes a visitor asks for prayer, but the response should usually be to suggest they 

simply sit in the Prayer Room and seek their own encounter with God for their situation. It 

may be appropriate to pray for people on occasions, but outside of the Prayer Space. A local 

policy for such requests, not least to safeguard all concerned, is advised.  

The Prayer Spaces will be a full partnership with Chelmsford 24-7, and might be described as 

a sort of franchise. Each Prayer Space will have a commonality, in the sense of its operation, 

signage and the presence of certain prayer resources, so that a person going into any Prayer 

Space in any Church will recognise it as ‘a Chelmsford 24-7 Prayer Space’. (More specific 

requirements are given later in this document). 

We are pleased to consider partnering in regular, occasional, or ‘one-off’ Prayer Spaces 

within rooms/spaces at a church premises, or possibly elsewhere. The concept is easily 

adapted to any sized space. 

We are also very happy to consider advising and assisting churches in the development of 

permanent Prayer Rooms, rather than temporary Prayer Spaces, at their buildings, whether 

open 24-7 or for shorter periods. 

 

Church representative, supervising & support  

Churches will have a nominated representative, and possibly a deputy, to be the link with 

Chelmsford 24-7. The person(s) must be wholeheartedly in agreement with the ethos and 

objectives of Chelmsford 24-7. Such persons would be mature in their Christian Faith, have 

an understanding of the ‘spiritual dynamics’ of what is being proposed and be able and 

willing to drive things forward within their church. 
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To firmly establish the ethos and understanding, David will work closely with the 

representative(s) and for the first 2 or 3 Prayer Spaces at least would endeavour to be 

present throughout. If required he will initially set up some or all of our own Prayer Space 

resources. During this period, with guidance, it will be the responsibility of the church to 

then create and establish its own resources. Note that it can take around ¾ to an hour to set 

up our resources, although less to pack down. 

After this initial period David will continue to attend and assist as much as possible, as well 

as providing all necessary ongoing support, but the overall setting up, staffing, and packing 

up will then be the responsibility of the church representative to facilitate. 

It is important that a ‘responsible person’, not necessarily the representative(s), who also 

fully understands the concept, is always on hand in or around the Prayer Space to keep a 

watch over what is happening, and where necessary has the ability and confidence to give 

guidance to visitors. We have occasionally needed to speak to individuals who have prayed 

loudly, or even chatted to others in the Prayer Space, which has caused disruption for others 

present.  

 

When to hold a Prayer Space 

Times and dates will be agreed so that as far as possible they do not conflict with other 

Prayer Spaces or Prayer events we are also facilitating or partnering with. In this way, in the 

course of a week or month, as now, there will continue to be a number of Prayer Spaces 

throughout the City, available at different times and days of the week, which people can 

attend. 

Preferably, a regular pattern will be agreed, e.g. once a month on a Friday, or 2
nd

 and 4
th

 

Wednesday in the month etc. and dates set a few months in advance.  

When starting up a new Prayer Space, a ‘trial run’ might initially be agreed, of as little as just 

one event, so both we and the Church, with no ongoing obligation, can get a better idea of 

how it might work. 

Currently regular Prayer Spaces operate anything from 1 ½ hours to 4 hours at a time, but 

opening hours can be totally flexible to needs and requirements. We currently only have 1 

evening Prayer Space, so more of these will be particularly welcome. 

So as not to conflict, or draw people away from the attendance of their own church, we do 

not currently have, and would not presently support a regular Prayer Space on a Sunday. 

Prayer Spaces often seem to work better during the day if they are alongside another 

activity at the church, e.g. a coffee morning, lunch or similar. 
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Chelmsford 24-7 will usually need to know dates and times of Prayer Spaces a minimum of 6 

weeks in advance to enable us to publicise them widely via web, social media and leaflet.  

 

Prayer Resources/Stations 

At present, we have around a dozen or so simple ‘Prayer Stations’, which typically are laid 

out on tables around a room. There are also 2 table top display boards.  

Usually, in a larger room, we use at least 6, preferably 5/6ft long (fold-up) tables and a 

dozen chairs – but resources can be adapted according to what furniture is available. 

We also have a ‘river’, a long length of sheer blue cloth, that can be laid out to any length up 

to 50 metres and which is themed around the Bible passage in Ezekiel 47, The River from 

the Temple. People walk along ‘the river’ and can meditate as they go. 

In establishing a Church’s own prayer resources, and to keep the Prayer Space identifiable 

as being in partnership with Chelmsford 24-7, particular ‘Prayer Stations’ and resources 

should always be present: 

• To enable prayer over our City.  

• To pray over the UK and the world. 

• A Prayer Wall or similar for the attaching of prayer requests. 

  

We will provide full help, support and encourage flexibility and inventiveness in how these 

and other prayer stations and resources are implemented. 

 

Materials, signage, publicity 

At the entrance to the Prayer Space, there will need to be a resources table with leaflets, 

and possibly a simple display board containing details of Chelmsford 24-7, what Prayer 

Spaces are all about and details of those in the future. 

All publicity material will have a ‘corporate look’ in that it conforms to a general similarity in 

style, colour and font (type of lettering) used, so that the Prayer Space is easily recognised 

as being part of Chelmsford 24-7 Prayer. 

Technical note: we generally use two specific fonts in our publicity material. Body text is 

‘Calibri’ (which is part of the Windows operating system) and ‘BigNoodletitling’, also used by 

the national 24-7 Prayer Movement for their logo, which is freely available to download on-

line – or we can provide a file for this for you to install on your computer.  
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• Prayer Spaces are currently ‘signed’ using re-usable laminated A4 size notices, which 

generally, together with directional arrows where appropriate, we ‘blu-tac’ to doors 

and windows to guide people inside. We also have an advertising ‘swing board’. 

• Prayer Stations each have a laminated ‘guidance sheet’ which introduces the theme 

and gives instructions as to its use and purpose. 

We are able to provide churches with computer files containing these printable resources, 

for use in their own Prayer Stations. Adaptations can be worked out as required. We can 

also provide image files of our logos. 

Alternatively, to start things off or if it not possible for a particular church to produce them 

themselves, we will be happy to print reasonable quantities of leaflets, resources etc. for 

use within the Prayer Space and if necessary to laminate items. 

As already mentioned, we will provide necessary publicity to the City, but churches are 

asked to be proactive in promoting the Prayer Space they are hosting within their 

Fellowship and out to the parish, surrounding community or their catchment area, as 

appropriate. We would not be able to print large quantities of material for this purpose, but 

could assist with design. 

 

Financial 

We expect that the Church will cover all their own costs of providing the actual room or 

space and in developing their own Prayer Stations/Resources. 

Chelmsford 24-7 will make no charge at all for its input and support, but donations, either 

regular or as a ‘one-off’ by host churches, are welcome to cover any printing and laminating 

or other costs and not least to continue and further the work of Chelmsford 24-7. 

 

To explore further the possibility of partnering 

with us please do not hesitate to contact: 

David Gilbey 

enquiries@chelmsford24-7.org 

07790 669414 

Website: chelmsford24-7.org 


