
Changed Lives in HMP/YOI Chelmsford – June 2018 

We would like to share how God has been touching lives at HMP/YOI Chelmsford.  PF Chelmsford 

have been running occasional Sunday services at the prison since 2015.  We are currently taking five 

services a year.  In addition our members sometimes support other church groups. 

A little while ago we were helping with a team from Trinity Church, Brentwood brought a large choir 

to lead worship during the service.  They jokingly appealed for any volunteer soloists from the 

inmates.  Joe (not his real name) came forward, and before joining in with the singing he shared 

about what God was doing in his life. 

Joe had been a keen sportsman in his youth, including boxing.  As he got older he lead a partying 

lifestyle and graduated from recreational to hard drugs.  Drug offences lead to many years of prison 

time.  He said that he had recently become a father for the first time.  Now he has begun to 

understand how much God loves him. 

The previous week he had been interviewed by the Police about offences which he was accused of 

(and had committed), but had not yet been charged.  He knew that to honour God, he would have to 

tell the truth – but this would mean additional years added to his sentence, separated from his new 

child.  In the past he would have done his best to lie his way out of the charges.  Joe honoured God – 

he told the truth. 

The team leading the service were impacted by what Joe shared.  One of the leaders said that he is a 

friend of boxer Nigel Benn (WBC Super middle-weight Champion from 1992-1996).  It would be great 

if we could bring Nigel in to a Sunday service to meet Joe. 

During the next week phone calls were made, and on the following Sunday Nigel Benn joined the 

Prison Fellowship-run service.  The invited speaker was Rog Sammons (PF Bradford and Leeds), who 

spoke about his experience as a Prison Officer at HMP Dartmoor, where he had seen many healings 

and salvations.  Rog encouraged is all to totally put our trust on Jesus. 

Rog introduced Nigel Benn.  Nigel said, “I am here because of what Joe shared last week!”.  Nigel 

then shared his story; older brother murdered when he was 8; full of anger which turned into a 

boxing career; partying, heavy drugs and numerous extra-marital affaires; a superficial conversion to 

Christ to keep his marriage together; realising that he was going to have to confess the truth to his 

wife – resulting in her throwing him out to live with his pastor for a year, where he really met with 

God for the first time. 

Nigel then challenged every man in the room to make a decision for Christ that would really 

transform their lives.  Of the fifty inmates in the room almost every one stood up to respond to 

Nigel’s appeal.  After the service Nigel met many inmates individually and autographed their song 

sheets. 

Recently there have been challenges in HMP/YOI Chelmsford, among both inmates and staff, but the 

Light of the World is shining! 

To see Nigel Benn’s story for yourself, follow this link; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNHUcpYBf2c 

Our God is in the business of changing lives! 

Andy Parker, PF Chelmsford 


